Submission Guidance for Call for Proposals:
 Learning & Teaching Conference 2026
‘Student Voice in Learning and Teaching: what is possible?’
Submission guidance 
Please read the details below for more information about the different submission formats. 
Deadline for submitting is 12 noon Wednesday 18 February 2026.
Before proceeding with your submission, please note the following:
· Proposal word count is approximately 300 words (max 2000 characters)
· Submissions must relate to the Conference title ‘Student Voice in Learning and Teaching: what is possible?’ (in Higher Education), and to one or more of the following five themes:
· Creating a sense of belonging through Student Voice
· Navigating and creating spaces for critical Student Voice
· Empowering student leaders, from representatives, to societies, and beyond
· From hearing Student Voice to acting on Student Voice
· Overcoming barriers to Student Voice initiatives
· Please only submit one proposal per lead contributor/author. 
· We strongly encourage student submissions or submissions that are jointly-presented or co-authored by both staff and students.  
· Whilst only University of Edinburgh staff and students may submit a proposal, the Conference is open to both internal and external delegates to attend.
· The Conference team will aim to curate a balanced day, with accepted submissions covering fair representation from the three Colleges, and the five themes. 
· The keynote talk and selected paper interactive sessions will be live-streamed and recorded via Teams.
· Please keep Tuesday 16 June 2026 clear in your diary.
Each submitted proposal will be anonymised and sent to two reviewers for feedback (please see information at the end of this document about the review process). The outcome of the proposal reviewing process will be communicated to those who submit proposals by end of March 2026. Following this, information on how to design, compile and upload presentation materials will be made available on the Conference website. The final proposals will be published online in the conference programme. These will serve as the guide for delegates to choose their sessions so they need to be accessible to a non-specialist audience, including academic staff, professional services staff, and students.
Presentation formats
Sharing research or practice presentation (20 minutes): Maximum 15-minute talk with 5 minutes for questions. The presentation could be based on research (formal research project with evaluated outcomes, and future recommendations), or practice (sharing good practice/lessons learned/reflections/new initiatives or ideas). Presenters do not have to submit a written conference paper if accepted. 

Interactive session (20 or 40 minutes): An opportunity to present an interactive session to delegates. This could be a workshop, a demonstration (digital or non-digital), a showcase of a specific technique/method, a hosted debate, or another type of session that involves active participation from the audience. When submitting your proposal, please include a brief delivery plan, 2-3 learning objectives, and indicate your preference for a 20 or 40 minute for the session.

Poster presentation: You can choose to present your poster either in person, or have your poster displayed digitally online. 
Please note: You can choose to present both in-person and online. 
· In person: Posters will be displayed on poster boards in the conference venue. Poster presenters will be invited to give a one-minute pitch to the conference audience about their poster, saying why delegates should come and talk with them at designated times during the day. Posters should be printed and displayed in A1 size, in portrait. 
· Online: Posters will be presented digitally (in PDF format) on a dedicated poster page on an interactive Miro board on the dedicated Conference Teams site. Posters can be designed in portrait or landscape.  

Whilst this is an in-person event, please let the Conference Organising Team know if you are unable to attend in person and wish to present online by emailing the team at lt.conference@ed.ac.uk and we can make note of your request. 
Review Process
Please pay careful attention to the criteria that reviewers will use to assess submissions, which are based on the following five questions:

1. Does your proposal focus on Student Voice in Learning and Teaching (within Higher Education), and is therefore relevant to the Conference? 
2. Does your proposal articulate the work, research, or initiative in a succinct and clear manner? 
3. Are the findings, lessons, or benefits to the audience clearly outlined in your submission? 
4. Is your proposal accessible and interesting to an interdisciplinary audience? 
5. Can the proposal content be effectively delivered in the presentation format selected?

After the submission deadline closes (18 February 2026), each proposal will be anonymised and sent to two reviewers for feedback: one reviewer will be from the submitter’s school/college, and the other will be randomly allocated. The reviewers will provide feedback on the proposal guided by the above questions. For each question, the reviewer will award a score of 1-5 (where 1= Strongly disagree, 2= Disagree, 3 = neutral/not sure 4 = Agree, 5 = Strongly agree), and will be asked to provide brief constructive feedback. 

They will then recommend either that the proposal is accepted, accepted in a different format or with revisions, or rejected. The Conference team will aim to curate a balanced day, with accepted submissions covering fair representation from the three Colleges, and the five themes. Submitters will be informed of the reviewer and Conference Organising team’s acceptance decisions in March 2026 via email. 
Conference Registration 
The conference registration will open in April 2026 when the full programme will be announced. Please keep an eye out for an all-staff email. Details will continue to be updated on the Learning and Teaching Conference 2026 webpages.
